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DIVISION IN THE TURKISH REPUBLIC 





PECULATION is rife as to what effect 

will follow upon the recent political 
executions in Turkey. July saw the hang- 
ing in Smyrna of fifteen persons found 
guilty of complicity in a plot to kill the 
President of the Turkish Republic, and 
last week at Angora the Tribunal of In- 
dependence condemned four more leaders 
to death, thus concluding its investigation. 
The execution of nineteen “conspirators” 
and the imprisonment for various periods 
of several other prominent persons inten- 
sifies and embitters the division between 
the extreme nationalists and the opposi- 
tion groups. 

It was pointed out by the President of 
the Tribunal that the plot against Mus- 
tapha Kemal Pasha was particularly re- 
prehensible because those who were im- 
plicated in it were for the most part men 
who had fled from Turkey and their re- 
sponsibilities during the disastrous post- 
war period, and who had simply been try- 
ing now to wrest from Mustapha Kemal 
Pasha the fruits of his victorious labors 
for the Republic. Some of those executed 
had, however, been actively associated 
with the President in establishing the Re- 
public. Several of them were men with 
fine records of public service. The rela- 
tion of some of them to the recent plot was 
at best very slight. 

What has caused the present resort to 
violence by both parties? Some observers 
find the answer in the events of March, 
1925, when an extremist government 
under Ismet Pasha replaced Fethi Bey’s 
moderate administration. Ostensibly for 
the sake of putting down the Kurdish re- 
bellion, repressive measures were adopted 
at that time which stifled legitimate oppo- 
sition in parliament. Driven underground 
in this manner, opposition broke out fif- 
teen months later in the late attempt to 
assassinate the President. Popular excite- 


ment ran high and Mustapha Kemal Pasha 
acceded to the general demand that all con- 
nected with the conspiracy be made to pay 
the extreme penalty. The history of re- 
publican movements in other countries 
tends to destroy confidence in the method 
Mustapha Kemal Pasha has adopted to 
destroy opposition. Turkey can ill afford 
to waste its strength on political ven- 


dettas. ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 


Progress of Disarmament 


HE United States has no intention of 

withdrawing from the League Pre- 
paratory Commission on Disarmament; 
it is interested primarily in naval disarma- 
ment and ready to cooperate with other 
naval powers to extend the principles of 
the Washington Conference; it favors 
regional land agreements “which would 
strike at the root of the [disarmament] 
problem by removing from a nation the 
fear of aggression from its immediate 
neighbors;” but it will not permit inspec- 
tion by any international commission. 
Such is America’s position on disarma- 
ment as defined by Secretary Kellogg in 
his speech at Plattsburg on August 18. 
According to inspired dispatches, if Ge- 
neva fails to accomplish disarmament, Mr. 
Coolidge stands ready to call a second 
Washington Conference. 


Meanwhile the technical experts of the 
Preparatory Commission reconvened in 
Geneva early in August. Offensive and 
defensive armaments have been defined, 
defensive armaments, in spite of French 
opposition, having been limited to a com- 
paratively small number of categories. 
This meets the Anglo-American view. 


The problem of control of armaments 
by an international board was raised again 
by the issuance of a minority report 
signed by the United States, Great Britain, 
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Japan, Italy, Chile and Sweden objecting 
to the creation of any such “international 
army staff.” A resolution had previously 
been passed advocating the setting-up of 
such an organization and a compromise 
must now be worked out. 


The question of a comparison standard 
for civil and military air-craft has also 
raised a good deal of commotion in the 
committee, the French arguing that civil 
pilots and specialists in industrial avia- 
tion should be regarded as military, the 
American and British disagreeing strenu- 
ously with this point of view. 


It is unlikely that any comprehensive 
report on disarmament and security will 
be ready for presentation to the coming 
Assembly. But some idea of the complex 
issues involved in “disarmament” may be 
obtained from a consideration of the dis- 
cussions of the experts. M. S. W. 


Notes 


Three American gunboats have been 
sent to Nicaragua, several hundred ma- 
rines have been landed at Bluefields on 
the east coast to protect foreign life and 
property, and a strong note has been 
dispatched by Secretary Kellogg to Presi- 
ident Chamorro. This action has come 
as a result of attempts by Nicaraguan 
revolutionaries to overthrow the Cha- 
morro, régime, which came into power 
through a coup d’état some time ago. The 
United States, together with several 
South American countries, has refused 
to recognize the Chamorro government 
because the manner in which it came 
into power is held inconsistent with the 
treaty outlawing coup d’état governments 
in Central America, signed in 1923 by 
the Central American states and adopted 
by the State Department as the policy 
of the United States. 


At the same time, the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment has protested to the League of 
Nations that Mexico is assisting the revo- 
lutionaries in their attempt to turn out 
the present régime. Because this is the 
first Latin-American dispute of this na- 
ture to come before the League, and be- 
cause Mexico, like the United States, is 
not a member of the League, the course 
Geneva will pursue is being awaited 
with interest in Washington. If Nica- 
ragua presses her protest to the League, 
the Council is required by the Covenant 
to institute immediately an inquiry, and 
recommend such action as may seem 
best in the circumstances. W.T.S. 





The Philippine House of Representa- 
tives, following the lead of the Senate 
last month, passed a bill on August 30, 
providing for a plebiscite in the Islands 
on independence, over the veto of Gov- 
ernor-General Wood. The bill will now 
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go to President Coolidge, who will have 
six months in which to signify approval] 
or register his veto. 


Meanwhile Colonel Carmi Thompson 
is continuing his survey of conditions in 
the Islands, and prominently displayed 
press dispatches herald the opportuni- 
ties for rubber production, the friction 
between Mohammedan Moros and Chris. 
tian Filipines, and the desire of the 
Moros for continuation of American 
rule. That a definite decision on the 
status of the Islands will have to be 
reached in the very near future becomes 
increasingly evident. Before President 
Coolidge reaches his decision on the ple- 
biscite bill, he will have received both 
the report of Colonel Thompson and the 
position of Governor-General Wood. 





The Sofia government has adopted a 
meticulously correct position in the matter 
of the joint note presented on August 11 
by Bulgaria’s neighbors, Jugoslavia, Ru- 
mania and Greece*. It has intimated 
that there will be no opposition from Sofia 
should the League of Nations decide to 
take the entire Balkan situation in hand, 
Bulgarian officials have been ordered to 
stop all raids across the frontier, and Bul- 
garia has assured its neighbors that it is 
ready to cooperate with then in taking 
measures for preserving order, although 
the Bulgarian army, reduced by the Treaty 
of Neuilly, is not large enough of itself to 
maintain a close border patrol. 





Seven small nations — Albania, Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic, Greece, Liberia, 
Luxemburg and Uruguay—are the only 
states who have so far accepted our 
World Court reservations. The confer- 
ence of Court members meets September 
1 in Geneva to discuss the American 
plan of adherence in detail but the 
chances of its acceptance seem extreme- 
ly small. Meanwhile there have been 
desertions from the ranks of Senatorial 
World Court supporters here. Senator 
Trammell of Florida, has announced 
that he will move that the Senate with- 
draw its ratification of the Court Pro- 
tocol when Congress reconvenes and Sena- 
tor Gooding of Idaho, has decided to 
join the irreconcilables led by his dis- 
tinguished colleague, Senator Borah. 





The War Period of American Finance 
1908-1925, by Alexander D. Noyes. 1926 
Knickerbocker Press. Mr. Noyes con- 
tinues the same high standard of work- 
manship as that achieved in his Forty 
Years of American Finance. It is al- 
most indispensable to an understanding 
of the financial background of present 
European-American relations. 





*News Bulletin, Vol. V. No. 41., August 20, 1926. 
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